Introduction
"The Arctic is Russian," announced Artur Chilingarov after planting a titanium flag on the seabed at the North Pole in 2007. Although the words were widely reported as a statement of expansionist intent, observers of Russian politics knew better: Chilingarov was a member of the Russian Duma seeking re-election, and the flag planting lacked any legal relevance. In 2008, the Arctic Ocean coastal States (Canada, Norway, Russia, the United States, and Denmark, via Greenland), committed themselves to existing international law and the resolution of disputes through negotiation. They stated in the Ilulissat Declaration: "We remain committed to this legal framework and to the orderly settlement of any possible overlapping claims."1
The Ocean Legal Regime
Unlike the Antarctic, the Arctic is an ocean surrounded by continents. The applicable legal framework was established in UNCLOS,2 which has been ratified by four of the five Arctic Ocean coastal States and, although not yet ratified 
